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Osteoarthritis is a degenerative condition affecting the joints of our pets.
It can affect animals that have inherited joint problems such as hip
dysplasia or an animal that has had joint trauma in the past. Osteoarthritis
doesn’t just affect older animals, it can also affect animals that have
required surgery to their joints or ligaments (such as ruptured cruciate
ligaments, Patella luxation
etc.), large and giant breed
dogs,
and
overweight
animals – all because of
extra strain placed on their
joints and ligaments.
With the cooler months approaching, Osteoarthritis can become
more noticeable with our beloved companions. Symptoms of
Osteoarthritis include stiffness, lameness, joint pain, difficulty
getting up and down stairs, not grooming themselves correctly
(especially cats) and can often be combined with a change in the
animal’s behavior (often becoming irritable and unsettled). This
is most commonly noticed first thing in the morning, after a nap, and in particular when the weather becomes
cooler.
If your pet has a history of osteoarthritis, it is best to treat them preventatively, rather than waiting until the
symptoms are severe and the pet is in pain and miserable.
Although incurable, certain treatments help improve your animal’s quality of life and these treatments include:
• Weight control (less stress on joints)
• Joint cartilage repair agents (such as Sasha’s Blend, Joint Guard, Cartrophen injections)
• Physical Therapy (such as swimming)
• Good thick bedding (to lay on, and to keep warm in
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• Prescription Anti-inflammatory medication
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• Prescription corticosteroids
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• Prescription Food specifically designed to help animals
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with Joint Disease (Such as Hills Prescription J/D)
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For any further information, or an arthritis pain management
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plan, please contact our friendly staff at Mount Hutton Pet
Hospital for an appointment. J

We are sure that most of our wonderful clients have realized that Mount Hutton Pet Hospital has gone through
some pretty major upgrades over the past 18 months. What you may not
have realised, is that we have upgraded our boarding facility too! Our dog
runs are now more suited to the specific size of an animal, with small,
medium, large and extra large runs indoors, and extra large covered outdoor
runs for fun throughout the day.
Our trained Veterinary Nurses tend to all of your animal’s needs, and your
dogs are walked regularly throughout the day in the lovely park opposite our
clinic.
Mount Hutton Pet Hospital is proud to say we have a flea free boarding
facility! It is mandatory that your pet have a capstar tablet on arrival and
departure, to guarantee your pet leaves flea free! Capstar is a very safe tablet
that can be used in conjunction with any other parasite preventative, and
kills all adult fleas on your pet within 30 minutes of administration. The
product, however, only lasts in your pets system for 24 hours, hence why a
tablet on arrival and departure is necessary. Also, our staff will provide your
dog with a complimentary bath on the morning of departure, to ensure they smell fresh for your greeting. J
Because of this upgrade, our prices have changed to suit the size run appropriate to your animal. Our price
changes per night are as follows:
•
•
•

Medium Cage
Large Cage
Extra Large Cage

$28.00
$38.00
$42.00

•

Additional Dog (in any cage)

$15.00

•
•

Cats
Public Holiday Surcharge Per Animal
Medication (per day)

$12.50
$10.00
$1.00

•

We are looking forward to taking care of your pets in our new facility, and
please feel free to call and arrange a time to come in and take a peak.

When you place your pet in our hands, you trust us to provide your pet with the best possible medical care.
You expect us to provide you with advice which will allow you to make the best possible decision for your
pet. In order to offer you the peace of mind you deserve, Mount Hutton Pet Hospital strongly recommends
Pre-Anaesthetic blood testing prior to placing your pet under an anaesthetic.
A Pre-Anaesthetic blood test is a blood test that checks the function of the liver and kidneys – the two organs
that process an anaesthetic. It is important to make sure these organs are functioning correctly before going
ahead with a medical procedure. It is highly recommended in pets over 7 years of age, because they are
classed as geriatrics. It’s also recommended in young animals, to give us a base line, so if they become unwell
in the future, we have results from when they were healthy to compare. This test can also pick up any
congenital problems that your pet may have.

Did you know…
Giraffe have BLUE tongues!
Ostriches Can Sprint over 40 miles an Hour!
Hyenas are More Closely Related to Cats than Dogs!
Lions sleep for over 20 hours per day!
Crocodiles Have Been Around for Over 200 Million
Years!
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The Green and Golden Bell frog is one of Australia`s largest frogs, growing up to 11 cm in length. Whilst classified as a
tree frog and in spite of its excellent climbing ability, it tends to be a pond dwelling species that is most common around
swamps and creeks with plenty of bullrushes, in which it shelters. As the name suggests, it is green and gold in colour
with the body uniformly green with variably sized gold blotches. These frogs
have a voracious appetite and will eat insects as well as taking larger prey
such as worms, tadpoles and even small mammals such as mice. Occasionally
they exhibit cannibalistic behavior and the males often attack each other
during territorial disputes. Many populations of this beautiful frog are
threatened by the destruction of suitable habitats and it is currently classified
as endangered and threatened.
In spite of its threatened status in Australia, the frog is nevertheless abundant
in New Zealand and several other Pacific islands where it has been introduced.
In Australia the Green and Golden Bell frog is native to South Eastern Australia and its range extends from the
Queensland border in the north to Gippsland in Victoria and west to Bathurst and the Australian Capital Territory. Most
populations are widely dispersed and often contain less than 300 individuals. It
has been estimated that only 40 sites now contain populations of frogs and that
it has disappeared from an estimated 90% of its former range. In New Zealand,
it is now common north of Rotorua on the north island and is plentiful in the
Pacific islands of New Caledonia and Vanuatu.
Unlike most other frogs the Green and Golden Bell frog is diurnal and spends
much of its time basking in the sun on vegetation, rocks and reeds. During the
winter months the frog tends to be inactive and stays in one place whilst in the
summer months it is more active as it forages for food and seeks out mates. The
frog has many natural enemies such as birds like the Egrets and Ibises as well as snakes and cats and foxes. In spite of
its many natural enemies, by far the greatest threat to this unique species lies in habitat destruction and every effort
should be made to ensure that the remaining habitat should be preserved.

Hi! My na me is T ys on, a nd I ha ve be e n nur s ing
a t Mount Hutton P e t Hos pita l for the pa s t 12
months . I ha ve be e n a qua lifie d Ve t Nur s e for 3
ye a r s , wor king in a va r ie ty of diffe r e nt
pr a c tic e s , both la r ge a nd s ma ll. I did my s tudie s
in T a mwor th a nd now I c ur r e ntly live in Mount
Hutton, with my gir lfr ie nd a nd two dogs – a
Be a gle na me d Lilly a nd a Ja c k Rus s e ll na me d
P ippa .
For a nyone who knows me , I a m ve r y pa s s iona te
a bout Ve te r ina r y Nur s ing a nd ha ve a pa r tic ula r inte r e s t in s ma ll a nima l
s ur ge r y. Whe n I’m not a t wor k, I e njoy r iding, ka ya king, bus h wa lking, r oc k
c limbing a nd fitne s s c ha lle nge s .
I ve r y muc h look for wa r d to me e ting you a nd your pe ts . J

Anna, a thirteen year-old female cat, is our hospital
patient of the month.
She was brought into the clinic due to difficulty
urinating and, upon examination, it was noted that she
had a large mass protruding from her abdomen. Further
investigation via ultrasound and radiography discovered
that the mass was actually a hernia and that the bladder
had become displaced through a small defect in the
body wall, surrounded by abdominal fat tissue.
The constriction on the bladder’s neck meant that Anna
was unable to go to the toilet very easily (poor thing!)
and therefore Dr Ian performed surgery to repair the
hernia and properly position the bladder back inside the
abdominal cavity. Anna has made a full recovery from
the surgery and her owner has reported that she is
feeling much better and can comfortably go to the toilet
now.

The Venomous Pet
More and more people are becoming involved in reptiles and I have often been asked about the suitability of
snakes as subjects for keepers. Occasionally the idea of keeping a venomous specimen is raised and I am
asked for my opinion. In the past I have kept most species of Australian snakes, including some of the most
venomous. At various times I have had Coastal Taipans, Eastern Brown Snakes, Death Adders, Tiger Snakes
and most of Australia`s deadliest specimens. One of my favourites was a large King Brown snake that I had
for 14 years. In addition, I have experienced the consequences of mishandling venomous snakes, having twice
been bitten by Death Adders.
Without hesitation, I recommend against keeping venomous specimens as the consequences can be drastic for
the keeper and the reptile. Australia has so many beautiful pythons and other reptiles that can safely be kept
that there is no reason to risk the dangers of a potentially deadly species. National Parks and Wildlife
legislation prevents the keeping of venomous species except under special circumstances by experienced
keepers in special enclosures. The implications of poor husbandry are obvious--escaping reptiles from
unsecured enclosures, poor hygiene due to inadequate cleaning, sick and starving snakes from insufficient
quality care. The consequences of venomous snakes escaping into suburban areas could potentially be fatal for
the snake as well as the general public and this is the main consideration in the restriction of venomous snakes
to professional collections.
With sufficient care and experience, a properly qualified reptile keeper can maintain a venomous snake safely,
but this is not for the average person. A venomous snake is not easily handled and the consequences of
inadequate care can result in death for the keeper as well as the reptile. With so many other reptiles available
that can be safely kept, the dangers are not worth the risk.

