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Grape & Rasin Toxicity

Are you guilty of sharing a bite of raisin
toast with your dog? Many do, however
that lile treat could be deadly. Grapes &
raisins (species Vis vinifera), whether they are cooked, raw or sun dried can
cause kidney damage in dogs. While the toxic chemical is unknown, experts
suspect it is water soluble and contained in the fleshy part of the fruit.

There is no specific diagnos c test to confirm inges on, however most pets
vomit within a few hours and there may even be fruit in the vomitus. Other
symptoms that may arise in the first day include diarrhea, dehydra on, abdominal pain, hypersaliva on, lethargy and
inappetance (lack of appe te). One or up to five days a!er inges on symptoms may include increased thirst and urina on,
weakness, swelling and trembling.
Early treatment within a few hours of inges on involves decontamina on (making your pet vomit and administering oral
ac vated charcoal to absorb toxins in the body). Further treatment involves monitoring kidney func on and electrolytes with
blood tests and suppor ve care (IV fluids, an -nausea medica ons, monitoring urine output etc.). Prognosis is variable and
depends on how much toxin was ingested and response to therapy. Damage to the kidneys may be fatal or cause permanent
impairment.
Now you may be aware of, or possibly own, a dog that has eaten grapes and never became sick – why is that? The answer is we
s ll don’t know what the toxic ingredient is and exactly how much needs to be ingested for damage to the kidneys to occur.
However for this exact same reason it is always beer to be cau ous, and so you should contact your veterinarian immediately if
your dog ingests grapes or raisins.
Dolly Jackson, DVM

Ray and Donna and all the Staff at Mount Hutton Pet Hospital would like to wish you all a Happy and Safe Easter.

Our Opening Hours this Easter are:
Friday the 30th March - CLOSED
Saturday the 31st March – 8am to 4pm
Sunday the 1st April and Monday the 2nd April - CLOSED
Regular Hours return Tuesday the 3rd April
Anzac Day Wednesday 25th April – CLOSED

Chocolate Toxicity
C
With the Easter Bunnies and Bilbies out and about Mount Huon Pet Hospital would like to remind
everyone that chocolate is not healthy for your precious fur babies and is par cularly toxic for dogs.
Chocolates are toxic because it contains the methylxanthine theobromine. Theobromine is similar
to caﬀeine and is used medicinally as a diure c, heart s mulant, blood vessel dilator, and a smooth
muscle relaxant. Theobromine can be poisonous and result in severe clinical signs, especially if
untreated.
Symptoms include vomi ng, diarrhea, increased temperature, increased heart rate, seizures and in rare cases results in
death.
To help prevent your precious fur babies ea ng chocolate this Easter put all Easter eggs and chocolate in sealed contained
up high or in the fridge. Always count the chocolates used in Easter egg hunts and make sure none are le" behind. In
addi on, remember to watch your kids when they are ea ng chocolate and remind them to pick up their eggs when they
are done.
Whilst preven on is always the best if your pet manages to get into your chocolate stash please call the clinic immediately
on 4947 1311, the quicker veterinary care commences the beer the outcome for your pet.

Easter Egg Hunt for Dogs
Easter is always a fun me of year with Easter Eggs,
Egg Hunts, Easter Hat Parades, BBQ’s and all the diﬀerent
kinds of Fes vals and events. So why should your beloved
Canine Companion miss out? Here is a quick and easy way
to make an Easter Egg hunt for you pooch (Or cat! Felines
can deﬁnitely get in on the fun!).

•

•
•
•
•

Grab some plas c Easter eggs (the kind you typically
put candy or coins in).
If the eggs don’t have a hole in the end, poke a hole to allow the scent to escape.
Add your dog’s favourite, strong-smelling treats to each egg. Allow your dog to watch what you are doing,
especially if they are new to nose ac vi es.
With your dog out of sight, hide those eggs! Consider your dog’s level of experience with nose work when
choosing hiding spots. If your dog is new, keep the eggs at nose level where they can be seen fairly easily.
Bring your dog back into the room (or even outside) and have fun helping to search for those treat-ﬁlled
eggs
An alterna ve to using plas c eggs you could use yogurt containers and simply place the treat inside
(Consider the size of the animal as well and if they are likely to eat the egg. if you are concerned about
them ea ng the eggs simply leave the treat out for them to ﬁnd.) Remember to count your eggs so you
can tell if any have been missed.

Go Native! The Greater Bilby
dŚĞŝůďǇŝƐĂǀĞƌǇŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƉĂƌƚŽĨƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůŝŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐĐƵůƚƵƌĞĂŶĚĂƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨ
ŐƌŽƵŶĚͲĚǁĞůůŝŶŐŵĂƌƐƵƉŝĂůƐŬŶŽǁŶĂƐĂŶĚŝĐŽŽƚƐ͘dŚĞ'ƌĞĂƚĞƌŝůďǇ;ŵŽƌĞĐŽŵŵŽŶůǇ
ŬŶŽǁŶĂƐŝůďǇͿŚĂƐďĞĐŽŵĞĂƉŽƉƵůĂƌƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶŝĐŽŶĂƚĂƐƚĞƌĚƵĞƚŽƚŚĞŝƌůĂƌŐĞƌĂďďŝƚ
ůŝŬĞĞĂƌƐ͘^ĂĚůǇ͕ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶǁŝƚŚŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚĂŶŝŵĂůƐĂŶĚŚĂďŝƚĂƚůŽƐƐ͕ƚŚĞŶƵŵďĞƌ
ŽĨƚŚĞƐĞƐŵĂůůŵĂŵŵĂůƐŚĂƐĚƌĂŵĂƟĐĂůůǇƌĞĚƵĐĞĚŽǀĞƌƚŚĞůĂƐƚϭϬϬǇĞĂƌƐ͘dŚĞƐƉĞĐŝĞƐŝƐ
ŶŽǁůŝƐƚĞĚĂƐǀƵůŶĞƌĂďůĞ͘
ŝůďŝĞƐŚĂǀĞůŽŶŐƉŽŝŶƚĞĚƐŶŽƵƚƐ͕ĐŽŵƉĂĐƚďŽĚŝĞƐ͕ůĂƌŐĞĞĂƌƐ͕ůŽŶŐƐŝůŬǇĨƵƌĂŶĚůŽŶŐĞƌƚĂŝůƐ
ǁŚŝĐŚŵĂŬĞƚŚĞŵĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƚŽĂŶĚŝĐŽŽƚƐ͘ŝůďŝĞƐŵĞĂƐƵƌĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶϮϵĂŶĚϱϱĐŵŝŶůĞŶŐƚŚ͘
ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͕ŝůďŝĞƐǁĞƌĞĐŽŵŵŽŶŝŶŵĂŶǇŚĂďŝƚĂƚƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͕ĨƌŽŵƚĞŵƉĞƌĂƚĞĐŽĂƐƚĂůƌĞŐŝŽŶƐƚŽƚŚĞĚƌǇ
ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ͘ŚĂŶŐĞƐƚŽƚŚĞŝůďǇΖƐŚĂďŝƚĂƚŚĂǀĞƐĞĞŶƚŚĞŝƌŶƵŵďĞƌƐŐƌĞĂƚůǇƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ͘dŚĞǇŶŽǁŽĐĐƵƌŝŶĨƌĂŐŵĞŶƚĞĚƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐŝŶ
ŵƵůŐĂƐŚƌƵďůĂŶĚƐaŶĚƐƉŝŶŝĨĞǆŐƌĂƐƐůĂŶĚƐŝŶƚŚĞdĂŶĂŵŝĞƐĞƌtŽĨƚŚĞEŽƌƚŚĞƌŶdĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ͖ƚŚĞDŝƚĐŚĞůů'ƌĂƐƐůĂŶĚƐŽĨƐŽƵƚŚǁĞƐƚ
YƵĞĞŶƐůĂŶĚ͖ŝŶƚŚĞ'ŝďƐŽŶĂŶĚ'ƌĞĂƚ^ĂŶĚǇĞƐĞƌƚƐĂŶĚƚŚĞWŝůďĂƌĂĂŶĚ<ŝŵďĞƌůĞǇƌĞŐŝŽŶƐŽĨtĞƐƚĞƌŶƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͖͘
dŚĞŵŽƐƚŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐĨĂĐƚŽƌƚŽƚŚĞĚƌĂŵĂƟĐĚĞĐůŝŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŝůďŝĞƐŝƐŚĂďŝƚĂƚůŽƐƐĂŶĚĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕ĂŶĚĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶǁŝƚŚ
ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚĂŶŝŵĂůƐ͘dŚĞŝůďǇΖƐŚĂďŝƚĂƚŚĂƐĐŚĂŶŐĞĚƌĂƉŝĚůǇĂƐĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂůĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚŽǀĞƌƚŚĞŵŽƌĞĨĞƌƟůĞƌĞŐŝŽŶƐŽĨ
ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͘ŚĂŶŐŝŶŐĮƌĞƉĂƩĞƌŶƐĂůƐŽĂīĞĐƚƚŚĞƚǇƉĞĂŶĚĂďƵŶĚĂŶĐĞŽĨĨŽŽĚƉůĂŶƚƐ͘
ŝůďŝĞƐŶŽǁŽŶůǇƐƵƌǀŝǀĞŝŶƐŵĂůůŝƐŽůĂƚĞĚƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐŝŶƚŚĞĚƌŝĞƐƚĂŶĚůĞĂƐƚĨĞƌƟůĞƌĞŐŝŽŶƐŽĨĂƌŝĚƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͘,ĂǀŝŶŐĚŝƐĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ
ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĂƌĞĂƐŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞůǇŐƌĂǌĞĚďǇůŝǀĞƐƚŽĐŬĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƚŚŽƐĞĂƌĞĂƐĚĞŶƐĞůǇƉŽƉƵůĂƚĞĚďǇZĂďďŝƚƐ͕ĂƚƐĂŶĚ&ŽǆĞƐ͕

Bio Breed – Indian Runner Duck
Indian ZƵŶŶĞƌƐ are a breed of ŶĂƐ ƉůĂƚǇƌŚǇŶĐŚŽƐ ĚŽŵĞƐƟĐƵƐ͕ the ĚŽŵĞƐƟĐ ĚƵĐŬ͘ They stand
ĞƌĞĐƚůŝŬĞƉĞŶŐƵŝŶƐĂŶĚ͕ƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶǁĂĚĚůŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞǇƌƵŶĂŶĚĚŽŶŽƚŇǇ͘
Egg colour: 'ƌĞĞŶŝƐŚďůƵĞƚŽǁŚŝƚĞ͘
Height: ϱϬʹϳϲĐŵ;ĚƵůƚ͕ĨƌŽŵĐƌŽǁŶƚŽƚĂŝůƟƉͿ͘
Feather colour: sĂƌŝŽƵƐďƵƚŵŽƐƚĐŽŵŵŽŶůǇǁŚŝƚĞ͘
^ĐŝĞŶƟĮĐŶĂŵĞ͗ ŶĂƐƉůĂƚǇƌŚǇŶĐŚŽƐĚŽŵĞƐƟĐƵƐ͘
Weight: DĂůĞ͗ϭ͘ϲʹϮ͘ϯŬŐ;ĚƵůƚͿ͕&ĞŵĂůĞ͗ϭ͘ϰʹϮŬŐ;ĚƵůƚͿ͘
Did you know: dŚĞ/ŶĚŝĂŶƌƵŶŶĞƌĚƵĐŬŝƐƐŚĂƉĞĚĂůŝŬĞĂďŽǁůŝŶŐƉŝŶ͗ƵƉƌŝŐŚƚĂŶĚůŽŶŐ͕ǁŝƚŚĂƐŵĂůů
ŚĞĂĚĨƵŶŶĞůŝŶŐŝŶƚŽĂƚŚŝŶŶĞĐŬĂŶĚůĂƌŐĞƌďŽĚǇĂƐƐŽŝƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶŶŝĐŬŶĂŵĞĚƚŚĞďŽǁůŝŶŐƉŝŶĚƵĐŬ͘
dŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽƚŚĞďƌĞĞĚŽĨĚƵĐŬƵƐĞĚŝŶƚŚĞŵŽǀŝĞĂďĞ͘

Staff Bio - Dr Emily Burton
nB
BV
VSc
Hello. My name is Emily and as many of you already
know, I am the daughter of Ray and Donna. I have been a big
part of this clinic since I was very young and have always
wanted to be a vet. I graduated from Sydney University in
December 2017, so very recently, and I’ve just moved back to
Newcastle.
I have recently adopted my first dog, Bentley, last year after
he was found in a mine and brought into the clinic where I
was doing placement. There was a bit of discussion about what
breed he was so we did a DNA test and found out he is 100%
dingo. Besides trying to control him, I also love to spend my
free time riding horses, doing yoga or relaxing on the lounge
doing absolutely nothing.
I look forward to meeting you and your pets when you come in
to visit.

Ray’s 2017 A Year in Review.
When people ask me how 2017 was for me , the usual reply is the
standard “ OK “ but the unspoken reality is that 2017 is a year that is best
forgotten.
A serious car accident in March left me with some nasty injuries and a
taste of my own personal mortality but that episode was only a taste of
the unpleasant events to follow.
Anyone who knows me well is familiar with my love of Burmese cats
with our family of four being very special to me. When we lost our 19
year old boy Loki in 2016 we were devastated and , shortly after my
accident in March , our 15 year old girl Holly succumbed to illness.
Hoping that 2017 could only get better , we approached Xmas with
optimism but events proved otherwise. In early December , we lost our 17
year old boy Coco to kidney failure and , suddenly Xmas was robbed of
all its usual festive cheer. To lose two of our beloved family so suddenly
in the space of nine months was beyond devastating.
When you have been in practice for nearly 25 years at Mt Hutton as I
have then you get to know some people very well over the years and their
pets even better. They almost become part of an extended family and
never fail to make you smile whenever they come to visit. As they mature
from puppies and kittens to becoming seniors, they become a significant
part of your day to day work activity and you are proud to see them
growing up to be such wonderful individuals.
At the same time that we were grieving for our own lost Coco in early
December , a series of unfortunate events happened that led to the loss of
three of my favourites from work. Old age tragically cost me the
company of three of the most beloved pets that I have been privileged to
know. When any cat or dog has been with you for a long time they seem
to be immune from harm. The grim reality is that their lifespan is finite
but to lose so many that you cherish so quickly is awful. I would like to
dedicate this edition of the newsletter to honour their memory and as a tribute to all the pets who passed away in 2017.
Their memory will live on and they will never be forgotten by anyone fortunate enough to know them.
Vale and rest in peace Loki , Holly , Coco , Satch , Oliver , Buster Bob and all the pets who left us in 2017. Their memory lives on.

Kids’ Corner

