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Staff Profile Melanie

I started working at Mount Hutton Pet Hospital in February 2009
after relocating to the Newcastle area from the mid north coast.
I started vet nursing in 2005 and completed
my Veterinary nursing certiﬁcate IV in 2008
after deferring for a short time.
I have always loved and had a keen interest in
animal care, surgery and veterinary nursing,
when I was young I loved working with large animals but when I grew up and started my
vet nursing I turned towards small animal practice.
I am currently the main reception senior nurse and have a special interest in management,
especially with the day-to-day running of a veterinary clinic!
I have a soft spot for cattle dogs and kelpies, and have two fur babies, Wallace the stumpy
tail blue cattle dog & Felix the domestic short hair, someday I would love to have a small
property with a few horses again as I grew up horse riding through pony club and
competed in camp drafting!
In my spare time, I like to spend time with Partner Nick ﬁshing camping, gardening and
chilling out!
I look forward to seeing all our existing clients come in and meeting all the new clients and their companions
whatever size, breed or species they maybe!

Ray, Donna, and all the staff here at Mount Hutton Pet Hospital would like to wish you and
your family a very Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year!
Our trading hours over Christmas and New Year are:
Sunday 24th December: 8am-4pm
Monday 25th December: Closed
Tuesday 26th December: Closed
Sunday 31st December: 8am-4pm
Monday 1st January: Closed
Normal trading hours resume 2nd January 2018
For all After Hour Emergencies, please ring the AREC – 4 Lang Rd Broadmeadow on 49 577 106

Beating the Heat

With the hot summer weather arriving just in time for Christmas we have some
handy tips to keep, your furry family members cool this season.
Stay off Hot Pavement and Roads (Bitumen) and never exercise in the heat of
the day. Avoid vigorous exercise on hot days, keep your dog hydrated and in
shade. Sunrise and sunset are the best times to take your dog for a walk in
summer. And remember the summer heat warms pavements just like a frying pan
and if the pavement gets too hot it can burn your dog’s paws. Sand can also get
very hot, so use the hand technique before walking them (Place the back of your
hand to the pavement/sand for 5 seconds if it’s too hot for you it’s too hot for
them).
Stay Hydrated. Pack a filled water bottle for your dog on any outing and make sure your dog's travel water bowl
is always filled on stops and is close by.
Grooming. Most dogs shed their coats at the beginning of summer, so daily grooming will help to remove the
unwanted hair and will make your dog more comfortable. For longhaired dogs, clipping their coat may also help
with keeping them cooler in the summer months. Regularly grooming your dog’s fur will also give you extra time
to check for ticks and fleas and to check their skin and paws are in good shape.
Enrichment There are several ways to keep your dog cool and have fun at the same time.
The first way is a shell pool (Such as the one in the photo) simply place it in the shade (Make sure it’s an area that
gets full shade all day) and fill it with water, for added fun you can place ice in there for the dog to chew/play
with and as they melt they ensure the water stays cool, but remember to make sure the dog can easily leave the
pool.

Go Native! Macropods
What is a Macropod? The name is derived from the Greeks words – macro meaning ‘big’ and
pod meaning ‘foot.
Macropods have short fore limbs, long hind limbs adapted for hopping and long muscular tails.
They are herbivorous marsupials and range in size from the largest of the species being the
kangaroo, through to the medium, wallabies and pademelons to the very small
rat-kangaroos and potoroos. Macropods may be found in different types of
habitats all over Australia, from deserts, rainforests, mountains and grasslands.
Many of the macropod species are equipped to cope with extremes in
temperature and conditions in this vast land of ours however; some are now on
the endangered list even listed as threatened. One such macropod came into
our clinic a few months ago.
A very small Black-striped Wallaby (Macropus dorsalis – ‘long foot’ ‘notably-backed’) joey found
its way to our clinic via a client who had seen her mother hit by a car while travelling back from
Queensland. The client checked the pouch for a joey and found this little baby. This species of
macropods may be found in South East Queensland from Rockhampton in the north to
Charleville in the west and south to the Clarence River catchment area.
The Black-striped Wallaby is extremely gregarious and form very large groups of about twenty
individuals or more. When disturbed they will run off as a group all in the same direction and
will not separate. They are distinct from other wallabies in that the dorsal stripe goes from between their ears to
the centre of their back.
Our baby remained in care with our NATF wildlife carer Anne Williams for a number of weeks and then
transported back to Queensland to be reunited with her mob. Anne will keep us updated on how she is going.

Ray’s Reptile Report
Sunshine Virus confirmed
in Newcastle

Sunshine Virus

The subject of this article concerns an emerging viral disease of reptiles that is, justifiably, causing a great deal of concern to python
keepers and breeders. The disease to which I am referring is caused by a type of virus called paramyxovirus and is commonly called the
Sunshine virus. The virus was labelled for the first area in which it was reported, namely the Sunshine Coast of Australia.
The virus was discovered during an investigation of a disease outbreak in a collection of 70 Australian pythons in south-east Queensland in
2008. The affected snakes were exhibiting neurological and respiratory symptoms. The virus that was isolated was found to belong to a
group of viruses that included those that cause important existing diseases such as human Mumps, Measles and Canine Distemper. A
significant percentage of snakes in this initial outbreak died or was euthanased for humane reasons.
Since this initial outbreak, the disease has been detected in captive pythons in Queensland, Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales
and the Northern Territory. The species of python found to be affected include Carpet python, Green python, Black-headed python, Woma,
Olive and Children`s python. Other python species are likely to be affected but have not been detected so far. The disease has only been
found in one other country outside of
Australia and was detected in Ball pythons in Germany. The status of infection in wild python populations is unknown and is a cause for
concern if it is found to be widespread in these species.
Affected pythons can be of any age, sex or size and no species is more susceptible than any other. The virus is shed via faeces and nasal
secretions and is transmitted by the oral route. The virus can be shed for months from asymptomatic carriers and these snakes are a major
source of infection. The principle method of diagnosing Sunshine virus infection in snakes is by detecting the virus in swabs taken from the
cloaca and oral cavity.
Symptoms of Sunshine virus infection are non-specific initially and include lethargy, weight loss, inappetance and mild respiratory signs.
They may then progress to more severe respiratory disease and show profuse nasal discharge, pneumonia and mouth gaping. The most
severe forms of the disease may then proceed to a neurological syndrome evidenced by a loss of the righting reflex , inco-ordination, “ stargazing “ and neck twisting behaviour.
The virus itself invades the respiratory system as well as vital parts of the brain, causing severe damage and the resulting neurological
signs. The disease has a reasonably high mortality rate but may cause affected pythons to be euthanased for humane reasons if it is not
fatal. No reliably successful treatment is available and some snakes do recover with supportive care.
The presence of a highly contagious disease like Sunshine virus has grave implications for native python populations but its biggest impact
has been on large python collections and breeding establishments. A strict biosecurity policy is important when new pythons are introduced
into any collection and a quarantine period of 4 to 5 months for new additions is recommended. In addition, it has been shown that good
hygiene procedures can limit the spread of the virus within a collection. A test for the presence of the virus is available and routine testing
of collections, especially breeding, should be considered. Culling of affected individuals may be an option if found to be present. Affected
snakes should never be moved out of a collection if they have been diagnosed.
The Sunshine virus has the potential to be one of the most significant diseases of captive Australian pythons and even other python
species around the world. The fact that it has been detected in Germany implies the potential for world-wide distribution. Even though little
data is available on its incidence in wild specimens, it remains one of the biggest potential risks to Australian native python species. Its
highly contagious nature has implications for being spread both Australia-wide and even world-wide.
Whilst Sunshine virus has never been conclusively diagnosed at Mount Hutton Pet Hospital, this is mainly due to the lack of a reliable
testing procedure. Pythons presenting with Sunshine virus symptoms are relatively common and not all respiratory diseases are due to this
virus. With the advent of reliable testing, it is now possible to conclusively diagnose or detect this disease in captive pythons. Any python
with both respiratory and strange neurological symptoms should be considered to be a possible Sunshine virus case and the snake should
immediately be isolated and Veterinary attention or advice sought.
I have seen several cases at Mount Hutton with these symptoms that have been resistant to treatment and the Sunshine virus is the most
likely cause. If you suspect that, you have had a snake that has exhibited these symptoms then please contact the Hospital, as I am
anxious to chart the presence of the virus in the Newcastle region.
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