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Ray, Donna, and all the staff here at Mount Hutton Pet
Hospital would like to wish you, your family, and of
course your pets a very Merry Christmas and a safe
and Happy New Year!

Our Trading hours over the
Christmas/Holiday period
Christmas Eve: 8am-5pm,
Christmas Day: Closed
Boxing Day: Closed
Sunday 27th Dec 8am – 4pm
Monday28th Dec Public Holiday 9-11am
New Year’s Eve: 8am-6pm
New Year’s Day: Closed
Australia Day: Open 9am-11am

HEARTWORM: Prevention better than cure.
Mosquitos spread the parasite: Heartworm is a serious disease-affecting dogs and a percentage of cats in Australia.
This disease is not directly spread from dog to dog or cat to cat but uses an intermediate host; The mosquito, for its
transmission. If a mosquito bites, an animal most commonly heartworm is being transmitted from wild foxes that are
infected and then the mosquito bites your pet, heartworm infection; can be spread. The tiny larvae migrate under the
skin of your pet and migrate into the heart and lungs, though this takes approximately 6 months. In the immature stages,
larvae (microfilariae) are transported into the bloodstream by the bite of the mosquito and live mainly in small blood
vessels. When fully developed, the worms move to the heart and pulmonary arteries where they mature and begin to
reproduce.
Treatment is possible though it can be risky and expensive.
The most obvious signs are often a chronic cough, shortness of breath, weakness and exercise intolerance.
If a heartworm infection is suspected, further testing including blood tests and chest radiographs would be performed.
If your dog is infected, treatment is a long and difficult process.
LUCKILY, most animals in this area are on heartworm prevention, hence the prevalence of heartworm infection is very
low.
Responsible pet ownership is ensuring that their pets are on regular heartworm prevention.
If Heartworm prevention lapses for more than 6 months, your pet can be at risk of contracting heartworm, so please
discuss this with one of our Veterinarians. We may recommend a simple in-house blood test that can be performed ,
before continuing with heartworm prevention.
Heartworm prevention is recommended from 12 weeks of age.
There are a number of different options we offer for
prevention. Some cover heartworm alone, while others
are effective against fleas and intestinal worms.
Preventive medications for dogs and puppies include
monthly tablets: Milbemax, HeartgardPlus, Panoramis,
or a YEARLY Proheart SR12 injection- can be given to
puppies discuss requirements with your Veterinarian.
Preventive medications for cats and kittens are ONLY
topspot treatments once a month (Advocate and
Revolution)

Left untreated, heartworm infection is often fatal.
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BREED BIO
Eclectus Parrot ~ Eclectus Roratus
The Eclectus parrots originate from Papua New Guinea,
Solomon and surrounding islands.
They are considered to be one of the most unusual parrot families due to the complete
diﬀerence in plumage between the male and female of the species, they were initially thought
to be two completely diﬀerent species of parrot.
The male has a rich green body, red underside of wings and iridescent blue on their shoulders
with dark blue on their primary feathers. There is some yellow in the tail and mature males
possess a bright orange beak.
The female has a predominately rich iridescent red body, the breast, lower belly and shoulder
area are a stunning royal peacock blue and the beak in mature hens is pitch black.
Eclectus Parrots eat seeds, nuts, fruits, berries and nectar. Both the male and female can be
equally aﬀectionate with their owners, the more time you spend with them the more loving they are.
The average lifespan of an Eclectus parrot is between 30-40years

Maddy Smith
I started at Mount Hutton Pet Hospital as work experience early 2014 while I was
still completing my Certificate IV in Veterinary Nursing. In August 2014, I was
offered a job here, which I gladly accepted. I love learning weird and wonderful
things at work, especially when different types of animals are presented to the clinic.
I highly enjoy the smiles on the owner’s faces when we have helped their animal.
This job can be tough, but knowing we make a difference and seeing owners happy is worth it. I have
a quarter horse named Pepper, two dogs, Charlie the cavalier and Luca the German Shepherd and I
also have two rats, Asha and Ivy. I enjoy riding Pepper, taking my dogs to the beach..

GO NATIVE
Larry, Moe and Curly
They are found in the mountains of Costa Rica and western Panama. They prefer the canopy and edges
of forests, sometimes even pastures with scattered trees. They hunt small prey, like birds, lizards or
large insects. They strike with a swift dash and pounce and do not chase their prey if they miss. At 5 ½6 ¼ inches in length they are very small. They are considered common and so, despite their small
geographic range, are not considered to be threatened.
When agitated they swish
their tails from side to side.
When excited they give a fast
series of high toots.
Unfortunately, like many
animals at the Toucan
Rescue Ranch, these owls
were orphaned due to habitat
destruction. They now have a
loving home at the Ranch
and are provided with
everything they need for a
happy life

Scales in Reptiles – Function and Development
The reptile, by definition, is an animal that is covered in a layer of scales. This feature distinguishes it from animals of the
other classes such as mammals or birds.
Fish also possess a body cover of scales but they differ from reptiles in several important ways. All scales of fish and reptiles
are composed of keratin and are created in the dermis in fish but arise from the epidermis in reptiles. Fish are unique due to
their aquatic habitat but reptiles can be found in all manner of environments. Irrespective of their type, reptile scales allow
a variety of functions to be performed efficiently and have even become specialised in some unusual ways.
In some lizards and crocodiles, bony plates called osteoderms are
created on or below the scales and are referred to as scutes. They form
the characteristic ridges found on the backs of crocodiles and turtles.
Modified scales also perform such diverse functions as protection for
the eyes [ spectacles ] , defensive displays [ rattlesnake rattles ] , sexual
attraction [ bright colours ] and even inter-species identification
[ eyebrow ridges and other projections ]. Many scales are incredibly
ornate and specialised but all are basically identical in their
constitution.
Snakes are covered entirely in scales of various sizes and shapes.
The different scale patterns are an important method of identifying
various species of similar appearance. In snakes, the scales are
important in the protection of the body from trauma and
dehydration, allow specialised locomotion, provide colouring for
camouflage and sexual identification and perform defensive functions. Scales require regular replacement due mainly to
wear and tear and this process is called moulting , shedding or ecdysis.
When a reptile sheds its skin, old and worn out scales are replaced with new healthy scales and these new scales are often
more brightly coloured and appear more lustrous. In addition, external parasites and defects are eliminated and new bright
colours are produced that are essential in attracting mates. The shedding process occurs more frequently when a reptile is
actively growing and it allows for a rapid increase in size but it is technically not a growth function. When a snakes sheds
its skin, it is done in one piece, similar to a sock being turned inside out. The process starts at the front around the mouth
and the old scales are peeled back in one complete section and the resultant skin is shed inside-out. In lizards, tortoises and
other reptiles that possess limbs or irregular body surfaces, the scales are shed in pieces over a longer period but the underlying
process is identical. The shedding process occurs throughout the life of a reptile and has no defined frequency and varies
according to the species involved, the age of the reptile and numerous other factors such as environment. When a snake or
other reptile is due to shed its skin it becomes lethargic and seeks a safe place to avoid predators due to its vulnerability at
this time. The clear spectacle scale over the eye become cloudy and opaque and the reptile stops eating completely. The
scales become dull, dry and lose their colour. The shedding process always starts at the mouth with the scales peeling back
from the lips and proceeding in one piece from front to back until the entire body covering is completely removed. Rough
surfaces and projections assist the reptile in removing
the old, worn scales and the reptile vigorously moves its
body from side to side to help the process.
The newly revealed scales are often brighter and more
shiny than at any other time in the reptile`s life and the
newly shed reptile is often a voracious feeder and
quickly resumes its normal activities. The old scales are
discarded but some reptiles, such as geckoes, often
consume the freshly discarded skin.
In the wild, reptiles rarely encounter problems during
the shedding process but reptiles kept by human keepers
often have difficulties during shedding and the
consequences can be grave. I will discuss these
problems in detail in my next report.

