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Chocolate Toxicity
With the Easter Bunnies and
Bilbies out and about Mount
Hutton Pet Hospital would like
to remind everyone that
chocolate is not healthy for
your precious fur babies and is
particularly toxic for dogs
.
Chocolates are toxic because it
contains the
methylxanthine theobromine.

Theobromine is similar to caﬀeine and is used medicinally as a diuretic, heart stimulant, blood vessel dilator,
and a smooth muscle relaxant. Theobromine can be poisonous and result in severe clinical signs, especially if
untreated. Symptoms include vomiting, diarrhea, increased temperature, increased heart rate, seizures and in
rare cases results in death.
To help prevent your precious fur babies eating chocolate this Easter put all Easter eggs and chocolate in sealed
contained up high or in the fridge. Always count the chocolates used in Easter egg hunts and make sure none
are left behind. In addition, remember to watch your kids when they are eating chocolate and remind them to
pick up their eggs when they are done.
Whilst prevention is always the best if your pet manages to get into your chocolate stash, please call the clinic
immediately on 4947 1311, the quicker veterinary care commences the better the outcome for your pet.

Ray and Donna and all the Staﬀ at Mount Hutton Pet Hospital would like to wish
you all a Happy and Safe Easter.

Our Opening Hours this Easter are:
Friday 14th: Closed
Saturday 15th : 9-11am
Sunday 16th : Closed
Monday the 17th: 9-11am
Normal Trading hours resume Tuesday 18th April
Anzac Day (25th of April): Closed

Easter Egg Hunt for Dogs
Easter is always a fun me of year with Easter Eggs, Egg Hunts, Easter Hat
Parades, BBQ’s and all the diﬀerent kinds of Fes vals and events. So why
should your beloved Canine Companion miss out? Here is a quick and easy
way to make an Easter Egg hunt for you pooch.
•
Grab some plas c Easter eggs (the kind you typically put candy or
coins in).
•
If the eggs don’t have a hole in the end, poke a hole to allow the
scent to escape.
•
Add your dog’s favourite, strong-smelling treats to each egg. Allow
your dog to watch what you are doing, especially if they are new to

•
•

nose ac vi es.
With your dog out of sight, hide those eggs! Consider your dog’s level of experience with nose work when
choosing hiding spots. If your dog is new, keep the eggs at nose level where they can be seen fairly easily.
Bring your dog back into the room (or even outside) and have fun helping to search for those treat-ﬁlled
eggs
An alterna ve to using plas c eggs you could use yogurt containers and simply place the treat
inside (Consider the size of the animal as well and if they are likely to eat the egg. if you are
concerned about them ea ng the eggs simply leave the treat out for them to ﬁnd.) Remember
to count your eggs so you can tell if any have been missed.

Rat Bait and Pets
Poisoning from roden cides (mouse and rat poisons) is one of the most common types of toxici es seen in a
veterinary clinic alongside chocolate toxicity. These poisons are easy to obtain
and used anywhere there might be rodents—in homes, garages, stables,
farms and even parks or wildlife areas. There are many diﬀerent types of
mouse and rat poisons available in a wide variety of colors (green, blue,
tan, red, etc.) and formula ons (pellets, bait blocks, grain-based baits, etc).
Products which look similar and have similar names may contain very diﬀerent
types of poison. Thus, if a pet ingests mouse or rat poison, accurate iden ﬁca on
of the ac ve ingredient is crucial as this will determine the risk of poisoning and the
need for treatment. If the ac ve ingredient is not clearly visible on the packaging, another important iden ﬁer is the EPA registra on number (EPA Reg. No.) – This will help veterinarians to correctly iden fy the ac ve
ingredient so they can provide the best care to your fury companion.
There are four common ac ve ingredients in mouse and rat poisons: long-ac ng an coagulants,
cholecalciferol, bromethalin, and phosphide roden cides. Each has a totally diﬀerent mechanism of ac on of
poisoning, and not all are treated with Vitamin K1! It’s important to make sure you and your veterinarian
have iden ﬁed the appropriate ac ve ingredient of the mouse and rat poison to make sure treatment is
appropriate.
If your dog or cat are poisoned by mouse and rat poison, call your veterinarian immediately for life-saving
treatment recommendaons. Rapid acon can o en save a pet’s life

Kids’ Corner
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Staff Bio - Laura
Laura started working at Mount Hutton Pet Hospital in 2008, and
is one of our Senior Nurses.
From a young age, her passion has always been animals. Growing up
around animals of many different species, she always knew that she
wanted to use that passion for good. She loves veterinary nursing
and has a fondness for animal behaviour and enjoys teaching Puppy
Preschool – helping young puppies learn good manners.
Laura has a wonderful husband - Justin, a beautiful 4 year old
daughter – Latia, and a handsome 1 year old little boy – Dominic.
She also has a lovely 6 year old border collie fur baby named Lia
who is a crazy bundle of fun.

Flemish Giant Rabbit
Flemish Giants are one of the oldest & largest breeds of rabbits in existence.
They will weigh around 6kg by the me it is nine months old. It could quite
easily grow larger than 9kg! They are very sweet and docile rabbits and
make excellent pets. This rabbit breed is not acve, however they do benefit
from having outdoor playme in the grass where they can roam and play.
Otherwise, a rabbit needs to be supervised while they are playing inside. Pet
owners need to make sure to bunny-proof the room as they are known
chewers and can get up to mischief. Unlike some rabbit breeds, Flemish
Giants generally do well with other animals in the house as well so long as
the other animal don’t mind the rabbit’s presence.
There are many cases of Flemish Giants,playing with other dogs (generally larger ones like Labradors, Golden
Retrievers, etc.) and can be seen cuddling alongside them when they are in their beds/loungers as well.

The Channel-billed Cuckoo is found in tall open forests, usually where host
species occur. It migrates to northern and eastern Australia from New Guinea
and Indonesia between August and October each year and the birds leave
Australia in February or March.
The favoured foods of the Channel-billed Cuckoo are nave figs and nave fruits,
though some seeds, insects and even baby birds are also taken. The birds take
figs from the tree with their massive bills. The Channel-billed Cuckoo lays its eggs
in the nests of the Australian Magpie, the Pied Currawong, and members of the
crow family (Corvidae). Unlike many other cuckoos, the young birds do not evict
the host's young or eggs from the nest, but simply grow faster and demand all
the food, thus starving the others. O en the adult female will damage the
exisng eggs in the nest when she lays her own and she may even lay more than
one egg in a single nest.

The simple requirements of reptiles are their biggest advantage but also their biggest drawback
since failure to meet these basic housing requirements is more dangerous to the animal’s health.
Put simply, failure to provide the basic requirements of reptiles will lead to poor health and
death of the reptile.
With no exercise to provide or training, reptiles are viewed as being “boring” or “non-interactive” by most
people. The truth is that the person who keeps his chosen reptile in a safe and healthy environment achieves
as much personal satisfaction as the owner of a loving cat or colourful/ boisterous dog. To think of these
different pets in the same way is totally wrong and leads to misunderstanding on both sides. Most reptile
keepers are very enthusiastic and well informed on their chosen hobby.
Unfortunately, with reptiles now so freely available to purchase, some people make poor choices in the first
“pet”. A failure to understand the unique biology of reptile will lead to problems in their keeping. My role
as a vet, is to both treat sick or injured reptiles but also to educate people in the care of their pets. Reptiles
are unique in their ability to be kept for many years with minimal work but can also become sick very
quickly if their certain husbandry requirements are not met.
What we classify as a “pet” has many definitions. Snakes do not play with a toy mouse or run along the
beach with you but they still produce great happiness to an enthusiastic reptile keeper.Once you have decided
that a reptile would make a suitable pet for you, and , before you take delivery of your new addition , ensure
that your reptile`s enclosure is completely prepared for its new inhabitant. The most important factor in
keeping a healthy reptile is an environment that is perfectly suited to its requirements. Some reptiles such
as tortoises, geckos and monitor lizards have more specific habitat requirements and are generally kept by
more experienced keepers.
As a first reptile, I generally recommend a species of snake or larger lizard as they are very easy to keep in
a simple habitat set-up. Suitable pets for novice keepers include Bearded dragons , Blue-tongued lizards,
Carpet pythons, Diamond pythons and Childrens pythons. By far the easiest snake to keep is the one that
is found locally-the Diamond python. They are generally mild mannered , tolerate handling well and grow
to 2 to 3 metres in length. They have attractive colouration and are hardy and long lived. Carpet and
Childrens pythons require heating in a Newcastle winter but the Diamond python can hibernate over the
cold months if required and are more tolerant to lower environmental temperatures. Similarly , Eastern
Blue-tongues and Bearded Dragons are Hunter natives and are great pets with their quirky habits and novel
appearance.
The choice of reptile will determine your terrarium
features but all enclosures must be escape-proof , possess
a suitable substrate and heat source, have a water container
of appropriate size and a hide area where the reptile can
feel secure and safe. I will not go into detail in this edition
but a simple effective enclosure is easy to manufacture or
purchase readymade if you do not have the materials or
inclination to make your own. In summer a heat source is
not required and spring or summer are great times to
introduce new reptiles.
Always have the enclosure ready before your reptile
acquisition so that the transition into a new environment
is smooth and stress-free. Whether or not you decide on
an adult or juvenile specimen, always ensure that your
prospective pet is feeding and shedding regularly and is in
good health. Always comply with NSWPWS licensing
requirements and buy from reputable reptile breeders.

