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Easter is always a fun time of year with Easter Eggs, Egg Hunts, Easter Hat Parades, BBQ’s and all the different
kinds of Festivals and events. So why should your beloved Canine Companion miss out? Here is a quick and easy
way to make an Easter egg hunt for you beloved best friend.









Grab some plastic Easter eggs. These are plastic with a
hollow centre that should have holes on one end this
allows smells to escape.
If the eggs don’t have a hole in the end, poke a hole to
allow the scent to escape.
Add your dog’s favourite, strong-smelling treats to each
egg. Allow your dog to watch what you are doing,
especially if they is new to nose activities.
With your dog out of sight, hide those eggs! Consider
your dog’s level of experience with nose work when
choosing hiding spots. If your dog is new, keep the eggs
at nose level where they can be seen fairly easily.
Bring your dog back into the room (or even outside) and have fun helping to search for those treat-filled
eggs

An alternative to using plastic eggs you could use yogurt containers and simply place the treat inside (Consider
the size of the animal as well and if they are likely to eat the egg. if you are concerned about then eating the eggs
simply leave the treat out for them to find.) Remember to count your eggs so you can tell if any have been
missed.

Ray, Donna and All the Staff at Mount Hutton Pet Hospital would like to
wish you a happy and safe Easter.
Over Easter we will be closed from the 15th of April until the 18th of April with Normal
hours returning on April 19th. We will also be closed April 25th for Anzac day.
For care during the Public Holidays please call the
After Hours Emergency Centre on 1300 838 669

National Honorary Day of Remembrance
We would like to honor and recognize the loyalty and sacrifice of all
animals who served their country. One such animal was PD 269 Venus.
Venus was born at the Border Force kennels in Victoria. It is believed
she was a Labrador Beagle cross. She was around 18 months old when
she started serving her country and qualified as a Firearms and
Explosive Detection Dog FEDD at the Queensland Police Service with
her first and only handler Nigel Allsopp. The year was 2009.
Throughout her illustrious career Venus located numerous explosive
devices and firearms. As such she was awarded a Police
Commissioners Certificate and on 9th March 2020, she was awarded
the UK PDSA Commendation for unstinting service as a Firearms and
Explosive Detection Dog and an ambassador to hospital and schools.
The UK PDSA Commendation recognizes acts of animal devotion or bravery. Recipients include animals that have
provided great help, support and companionship to their owners/handlers/community.
Venus took part in G20 searches and was used extensively in the protection of dignitaries, heads of state and
visiting VIPs. After retiring in 2016 Venus became the Australian Army Veterinary Corps Queensland Troop –
Mascot as well as living out her twilight years with her best mate Nigel. Venus is so far the only Australian Police
Dog to be awarded the UK PDSA Commendation Award as well as a Police Commissioners Award.
There is so much more that could be said about Venus but in Nigel’s own words, “Venus made a difference, she
served her country, she made our country a safer place to live”. Venus crossed over the rainbow bridge on 8th
February 2022. You can stand down Venus, job well done, may you rest peacefully.

Hi I am Dr Jessica Goh, a veterinarian at Mt Hutton Pet Hospital. I started work at MHPH around November
2021, I look forward to meeting everyone including your furry friends/kids (big or small)
and hope I can assist you in providing the best care and treatment. Jessica obtained her
veterinary degree from the University of Melbourne in 2011. Following graduation, she
completed internships and pursued extra training at referral hospitals to help expand
her knowledge and improve her skills as a veterinarian whilst working as a small animal
practitioner. She then decided to obtain her masters in Surgery in 2016. Jessica realized
that more could be done for the animals we see today, especially pets that are
struggling with old age conditions such as arthritis, those that are recovering from
surgeries and how important it is for pets to stay healthy and strong in order to avoid
injuries, this led her to receive her certification in Canine Rehab and Sports Medicine from the Canine Rehab
Institute in 2019 so she can incorporate this into her daily work as a veterinarian and canine rehab practitioner.
Out of work, my love for the ocean keeps me fit and having active working breeds as pets keeps me on my toes.
My top two favourite things would be an exciting adventure or delicious plate / plates of food.

I’m Elanore, I graduated from The University of Sydney with my Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine in late 2021. I grew up on Lake Macquarie and am thrilled to
be returning home after many years studying in Sydney. I’ve wanted to be a vet
since I was a little kid, when I saw my local vet helping my old kelpie Zac. I have two
spoiled little dogs now, Toby and Murray who are getting on in years. When I’m not
at work I'm reading, or you may find me meandering around the lake.

The Texel Guinea Pig is a very sweet breed of Guinea Pig with is distinct
curly long coat and friendly docile nature. They require more special care
than other Guinea Pigs because of their beautiful curly locks however
making their care a higher than other breeds such as the Domestic Cavy.
Their average lifespan is 5 to 10 years and are usually about 8 to 10 inches
tall. Their coats can be solid, patterned and a mix which makes for a
adorable look with their curly locks. They originated in English and was
originally a mix of a British Rex and a Silkie Guinea Pig. Due to their popularity Texel Guinea Pigs can be hard to
find. They are one of the more docile Guinea Pigs out of the Cavy varieties and are highly amendable to being
handled even by children. They should be socialized from an early age and handled gently at all times. While
noted as docile this is a generalization and it has been noted that they can on occasion be quite mischievous.

The Numbat also called the banded anteater is an endangered small
marsupial that survives in southwest Western Australia. Due to its small
size the Numbat is hunted by many animals such as feral cats, foxes,
dingoes and birds of prey. Along with habitat loss the Numbat
population is now has an estimated population of fewer than 1000
individuals.
Its diet consists solely on termites which are active during the day using
its long sticky tongue which is approx. 10-11cm long. Unlike other
animals Numbats do not have proper teeth but instead blunt “pegs”
The Numbat is the only diurnal (opposite of nocturnal) marsupial.
It spends its nights hiding in hollow logs or burrows that are too small for its predators to enter.

Treatment of Scale Rot is often long and difficult and depends on the severity of the condition. Any affected
reptiles must first be removed from the environment that created the problem and the affected enclosure must
have its substrate removed and discarded and be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected and dried. As bacteria such
as Pseudomonas may be involved, strict personal hygiene should be observed. The wearing of gloves when
cleaning and even if handling affected reptiles is a good idea. Thorough washing of hands is also important after
handling reptiles.
The most important factor in prevention of any further problems is to accurately
identify the reason why the reptile developed the disease and how the
environment must be changed. If the cause involves changing substrate or
heating or water bowl size then this must be done. Incorrect husbandry, even
with treatment, is a waste of time.
After identification of environmental factors and their correction, treatment of
the affected reptile is necessary.
Initially, the affected reptile must be moved to a clean, warm enclosure. The best
floor covering is newspaper but if the belly scales are severely ulcerated then consider a softer option such as
paper towels. Some clinicians prefer a water free enclosure or to provide a small water bowl only for drinking. A
large water bowl will produce more humidity problems and encourage the snake to immerse itself, thus making
the problem worse. Overhead heating and not under-floor methods should be employed.
Veterinary attention is essential at any level of the disease apart from the very early stages and is absolutely
essential if it has progressed to the formation of blisters or scale necrosis. Veterinary treatment will involve the
identification of the most likely causative organism and the administration of appropriate antibiotics either by
injection or orally.
If the reptile is acutely sick, then fluid therapy may be required. The further the disease has progressed, the more
Intensive will be the treatment required. Severely affected or necrotic scales may even require debridement or
removal, sometimes under an anaesthetic. After excision of affected scales or in less serious cases, diseased
tissue must be cleaned with a suitable antiseptic solution, usually dilute iodine or chlorhexidine. Cleaning must be
performed at least daily or ideally twice daily to maximise its affect. After
cleaning, excess solution should be removed to prevent saturation of the
scales. After cleaning, a topical antibiotic cream is sometimes applied but
its effectiveness is limited due to the deep tissue invasion of the infection.
Treatment will be intensive and may involve days to weeks. Failure to
complete treatment will result in a relapse and chronic structural tissue
damage. If the disease resolves completely then normal healthy scales will
be produced, often after a few sheddings. If extensive scale death and
necrosis has occurred then the prognosis for a full return to normal appearance and function is poor. If the
condition is treated early and intensively, then the prognosis should be favorable. Treatment without antibiotics
is almost never successful and early veterinary intervention is required. Overtreatment rather than undertreatment is preferred as this is a potentially fatal process that kills may improperly housed reptiles. To ensure
that this serious and potentially fatal disease does not occur, correct husbandry is essential. This is important to
prevent most reptile diseases as they usually result from poor hygiene or environment. Isolation and treatment of
affected individuals usually results in a return to normal health but not without correcting the underlying factors
that created the problem.
Scale Rot is unique in that can still occur in perfectly housed reptiles and it is essential that any abnormal scale
lesions or appearance must be checked by a Veterinarian or, at the very least, closely monitored. Early and
aggressive treatment must be implemented if scale rot should occur or the consequences can be grave

